
Local Reliability Rule I-R5   
Loss of Generator Gas Supply 
Effective September 20, 2013 

 
Rule Definition: 
 
The NYS Bulk Power System shall be operated so that the loss of a single gas facility 
does not result in the uncontrolled loss of electric load within the Long Island zone. 
 
Reliability Rule Application: 
 
One or more Northport units may be required to utilize oil as the primary fuel such that 
the unit(s) will not trip on a loss of gas. Actual number of units burning oil will be 
dependent on the load level and voltage support devices in service. 
 
Procedure for Operating System In Accordance With Local Reliability Rule I-R5 
 
To prevent voltage collapse for the largest gas contingency, the following Operating 
Procedure has been established.  The term 25% gas is defined as a unit utilizing oil as the 
primary fuel, and no more than four (4) gas guns in operation in the unit, and the unit will 
not have a Master Fuel Trip (MFT) on loss of gas pressure. 
 
One or more Northport units may be required to utilize oil as the primary fuel such that 
the unit(s) will not trip on a loss of gas supply. Actual number of units burning oil will be 
dependent on the load level and voltage support devices in service.  
 
Appendix A listed the guidelines on how many Northport steam units can be permitted to 
burn gas depending on how many units are online at any given load level depending on 
what lines and equipment are in or out of service. 
 
Daily Evaluation based on Daily Load Forecast 
 
By 0730 hours each day, the System Operator (SO) will have an integrated hourly 
forecast completed for the remaining day.  The SO will apply the IR-5 rule based on this 
forecast. 
 

Notification 
The SO will notify the Con Edison Energy (CEE) of the required fuel posture.  
CEE will share their current Zone K load forecast via email to help cross 
reference anticipated load levels on that particular day. 

  



The NYISO Operations Desk will be contacted and notified that the LIPA system 
will be operated in accordance with this rule. 
 
CEE will coordinate fuel switching instruction with the Northport Power Station.  
Northport Power Station will notify SO of the actual act of changing fuels to 
ensure the SO is aware of the current status of the power station. 

 
Real time evaluation based on the Current Load Forecast 
 
At any time during the day, the System Operator will re-evaluate the need for the IR-5 
rule based on real time load.   

 
Notification 
The SO will notify the Con Edison Energy (CEE) to the extent that real time 
conditions arise that require variations to this rule.  CEE may also contact the SO 
to re-evaluate the absence or presence of IR5 conditions on that particular day.  
Additional information, including up–to-date load forecasts, weather trends and 
system conditions may be discussed to determine if the initial IR5 ruling should 
be modified during the day. 

 
The NYISO Operations Desk will be contacted and notified that the LIPA system 
will be operated in accordance with this rule. 
 
CEE will coordinate fuel switching instruction with the Northport Power Station.  
Northport Power Station will notify SO of the actual act of changing fuels to 
ensure the SO is aware of the current status of the power station. 

 
 


